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14.0	THE MESSAGE AND FILE BASES





C-NET’s filing system uses a subdirectory system, which makes possible a large number of subboards.  Each subboard list may contain a maximum of at least 40 subboards, some or all of which may be subdirectories.  There are two separate “base” areas, the UD Base and the Message Base.  There is one special type of UD Base subboard, the “direct exchange” which will be discussed later in this chapter.





Each message base may contain up to 232 posts, and a total of 718 messages (posts and responses).  Each UD Base may contain a total of 143 files.





Entering the Base or UD Base, you may optionally add a subboard number, or path of subboard numbers (in the case of subdirectories) to the command to move immediately into a particular subboard.  For example, to move immediately to the 5 subboard, type: ‘B5’, or to move to the 3rd, which is a subdirectory, and then to the 6th subboard in that subdirectory, type: ‘B3;6”.





14.1	ESSENTIAL COMMANDS





If you wish to simply read the next item, you may press RETURN at any time.  When all items have been read, reading will begin again from the beginning.  All commands that act on an individual item will default to the previous item read, unless an item number is specified following the command.  Here are the more important of the Base commands:





R n	Read an item and its responses, if any.  First, the “header” of the message will be 	read, consisting of the name of the author (or uploader), the date the item was 	created, and an optional “to” heading.  If the item is a file, additional information 	such as the length of the file, its last download, number of downloads, and 	estimated time of download will also be displayed.  If responses are enabled for 	this subboard, a prompt “End of item option?” will be displayed following the 	reading of any item.





Most of the commands listed below are available from this prompt (About, Download, etc.) in addition to several others, namely:





P n	Leave a private message for the author of response #n (just entering ‘P’ will allow 	you to post a message only).





R	Respond to the item.  See the Post command below for some of the message 	options.  One item that is not mentioned in the Post command (because it can 	only be done when responding to a post), is the ability of C-NET to allow the user 	to quote the text of the sender.  One thing that should be noted, is that with v6.6S,              
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            the user should only quote a maximum of 10 lines of text.  When you use the ‘R’


            command, the first question that you will be asked, is if you wish to “quote text”.


            By using the ‘Y’ command, the program will load up the text of the sender so the


            user can edit the quote that he wishes to comment on.  The quote option cannot


            be disabled, however, you do not have to quote the text.  If you do not wish to


            quote text, then use the ‘N’ command.  Users with sysop access, can use the ‘A’


            command to quote ALL the text and then using the Visual Editor, edit the quoted


            text and response.





P	Post a new item.  This command is only active on a subboard which allows 	messages.  You will be asked for a title, and depending on various privilege and 	subboard flags:


	


	(1)	If you would like to address this message to a user.  The benefit here is 			that the user you address the message to will be informed of its presence 			at logon.  The message is NOT automatically a private one.  Others can 			still read it.


	(2)	If you would like to use an alias.  With proper access, you can write a 			message under an alias.  The message bases will NOT allow you to enter a 		users handle that is presently on the BBS if you choose to use a different 			handle.  If you have several accounts for the system operators, this might 			be a handy feature for you.


	(3)	If you would like the message to be private.  If the subboard is so 				configured, you may leave “private” messages in the public message area.  		Only the intended recipient of such messages will be able to view them.  			In the case of a file, only this person will be able to download it!


	(4)	If you would like the message to be anonymous.  The subboard must allow 		anonymous messages, and the user must have the access to leave 				anonymous messages.  Someone with “trace anonymous” access will be 			able to view the name of an anonymous author, having a “*” placed beside 		his name to signify his intentions.





D n	Download an item’s file.  If an item has an attached file (in the case of a files only 


	area, they probably all do), this will allow a user to request to download a 


	particular file.  Such a request may be denied for MANY reasons, including not 	enough time, not enough credits according to either the byte ratio or the file ratio, 	time-of-day restrictions, the item is private, and others - the appropriate condition 	will be reported to the user.  If all is OK, the user may be given several options 	before 	actually commencing the transfer, such as changing protocol, etc.





Credits are subtracted ONLY if the transfer was successful, in full.  If an item is marked as a free download (see the ‘Y’ command), no credits or accounting will be altered.  When a user is a system operator, or a sub-operator of a particular board, credits or charges will NEVER be subtracted for downloads from (or uploads to) a file area.





U	Upload a file to the system.  When the subboard allows files, a user may use the 	‘U’ command to send files to the system.





UM	For Punter and Ymodem, this will allow the user to upload MULTIPLE files to 	the system at once.  The user’s terminal program must support this feature.





Note that when a file is unvalidated, either because it was uploaded to a subboard which requires validation, or a description was not provided, credits for the file will NOT be awarded until these conditions are each met.





RN n	Read all NEW items (beginning at item number, normally 1).  Items will be 	displayed that are new since your New Items date.  New responses to old items 	will also be displayed.  SN (scan all subboards) is a variation of this command.





SE	Search items for occurrences of text.  This feature will search text messages for 	several specified text strings.  The search is NOT case sensitive.  You will be 	prompted to an item number, or ‘A’ for all items, or ‘G’ for global (all subboards 	accessible from the current list of subboards).





Q	Quit back to the MAIN prompt.





14.2	MOVING AROUND THE BASE





L	List available subboards.  Along with the list of subboards, the messages DWN” 	(meaning the subboard is closed, see the ‘EL’ command), and “DIR” (the item is 	actually a subdirectory, housing more subboards) are printed.  In order to move 	from one subboard to another, it is only necessary to enter that subboard number 	(from the list of subboards) at the prompt.





>or<	Move to the next or previous subboard according to their order on the list of 	available subboards.  ‘>‘ moves you forward and ‘<‘ moves you back one.





?	If inside a subdirectory, this command will immediately return to the listing from 	which 	that subdirectory was chosen.  That is, in the ‘path’ of subdirectories you 	chose to arrive where you are now.





B/UD	If you are in the UD Base, UD will simply read the subboard information (see the 	maintenance section below).  If you are in the message base, UD will transport 	you to 	the UD Base directly, bypassing MAIN.  The same holds true for the ‘B’ 	command.  In 	the Message Base, this will read the subboard information.  In the 	UD Base this will transport you to the Message Base.





P	Move directly to the P-files area, bypassing MAIN.  See the maintenance section 		to select a default P-file path to move to.





J n	Join/drop a subboard (which subboard, defaults to the current subboard).  When a 	subboard is ‘dropped’, all commands which globally process (such as Read All, 	Search Globally, and others) will skip “go around” dropped subboards.





VI	View the name of the sub-operators.  If you have designated individuals to be 	‘sub-operators’ for a particular subboard, this command will list these people.  	See the ‘EL’ command for information concerning adding sub-operators.





M	Mail to a sub-operator.  Again, the View list will be displayed, and a prompt will 	be given to choose which one of the sub-operators you would like to leave mail 	for.  Generally, it is desirable that users leave the sub-operator messages 	concerning his subboard, instead of leaving them in general feedback.





+ or -	Forward, reverse read direction.  Normally, the order of reading messages and 	scanning their titles is in the “forward” direction, from 1 to 2, to 3, etc.  The - 	(minus sign) command can be used to reverse this, reading from the newest 	(highest numbered) to the oldest.  ‘+’ (pus sign) will restore things to normal.





WU n	Write to the uploader of file number n in the UD Base.





AR	Read the list of archived files in the UD Base.





BL	Display the number of free blocks on the UD Base subboards drive.








14.3	SELECTING ITEMS





*n	Select or unselect an item.  This option simply adds an item to a list of ‘selected’ 	items which may be operated on as a group.  If an item is again selected, the 	effect is actually to ‘unselect’ it.  Note that a selection request may be denied for 	the same reasons that a download request may be.





SS	Scan selections displays the list of selected items so far.  A summary is displayed 	of the total number of items, their length in bytes, and estimated download time.





DS	Download selected files.  If you are using a batch protocol (Ymodem or 	MultiPunter), this command may be used to transfer all files at once.  As a file is 	successfully transferred, it is removed from the selection list so that transfer may 	be resumed if ever it is interrupted.





*C	Clear selection list resets the selection list.  Note that selecting to Download a 	single file using the ‘D’ command, or uploading will automatically reset the 	selection list.





14.4	OTHER COMMANDS





ED n	Edit the contents of a Post in the message base.





N n	This command is equivalent to the Read command with the exception that only 	New responses will be displayed.  If there are no new responses, this command is 	completely equivalent to the Read command.





E n	Examine an item’s contents.  You will be prompted as to whether you’d like an 	ASCII or a Hex display.  Only text files meant to be read (typed) may be 	displayed legibly in ASCII.





K n	Kill an item.  A system operator, or a user with the proper privilege flag set may 	delete any file or item.  In addition, a user with the proper privilege flag set may 	delete his own files and messages.  At this time, individual responses to an item 	may not be killed.





When a file is killed, an option is provided to be able to “remove” upload credits that were given for a file.  Credits subtracted in this way will take effect the next time the user calls.





Y n	Edit item’s attributes.  Using this command, a system operator (or sub-operator) 	can mark any file with any of several flags, or edit parts of its header.





	F	Free download.  Credits will not be subtracted, and charges will not be 			made for such a file.


	P	Protected, Auto-maintenance will “skip” this file, even if it is “old”.


	R	Response disabled.  Only system operators will be able to respond to this 			item.


	S	Sysop favorite.  When a user reads this item “sysop favorite” will be 			displayed.


	N	Re-name the item.


	I	Change the short description of a file.


	D	Change the date of an item.





A n	About an item.  This provides a simple tabular list of all users who have written 	responses for the item, along with the dates of these messages.





W n	Write file info after upload.  In the case of a batch upload, and the user misses his 	chance to add descriptions to his uploads immediately after the upload (ran out of 	time or simply aborted the process), he may use this command to “go back” and 	provide the descriptions necessary to receive credit for his uploads.





Note that in addition, many other important commands which are listed on the main level menu are also available here.  These include; Chat, Feedback, Help, MSend, Off, Status, Time.  See chapter 6 for a complete list.





14.5	MAINTENANCE COMMANDS





AL	Add a subboard to the current list of subboards.  Note that it is necessary that you 	NOT be “within” a subboard at the time you use this command.  You MUST 	either be at the BASE or UD BASE prompt, or just have entered a subdirectory.  	You will only be prompted for a title -- what you’d like to call it.  Note that ALL 	subboard titles must be unique, regardless of whether they are members of 	subdirectories or not.





If you wish to edit any one of the many other subboard configuration options, you must use the ‘EL’ command.
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AO	Adopt orphan files.  When you first configure your C-NET BBS, or anytime after 	that point, you wish to add new files into the list of items for a subboard, you may 	do so with this command, and the proper privilege flag set.  First, copy the file(s) 	into the subboards directory, then select the command.  After asking for a 	filename pattern (press RETURN for all files), C-NET will prompt you with the 	files on the directory (that aren’t already part of the subboard).  It will then allow 	you to select whether you’d like to add them.





V	Validate a file.  This command provides that last step for a subboard on which 	you require validation.  Once all of the requirements are met for file validation, 	credits will be added to the uploader’s account.





MO n	Move an item to another subboard.





KL n	Kill subboard from list (you must specify which one).  In order to use this 	command, it is necessary that you not be “within” a subboard, but rather at the 	BASE, UDBASE, or a subdirectory prompt.  All files contained within the 	subdirectory for this subboard will be erased, including the subdirectory itself.  If 	you wish to save any files, you must copy them out first!





EL n	Edit subboard (which subboard, defaults to the current subboard).  This command 	can be used to change many of the subboards options.  These include:





	N	The name of the subboard.  C-NET will attempt to rename subdirectory 			files if the location of the subboard is the default UD BASE or BASE 			location.


	L	The location.  If you change the location, you are responsible for the 			creation of whatever subdirectories you specify.  See the AL command.


	S	Sub-operators.  You may specify up to 5 sub-operators per subboard, each 			having complete maintenance access for that area.  This includes 				unlimited u/d ratios, validating files, providing descriptions for files, and 			killing files.


	B	Board type.  A subboard may be file transfer only (u/d’s), messages only, 			“static” meaning that no one can post or upload, or RPG, and NET (see 			chapter 18).


	P	Password.  If you select a password for your subboard, a user must supply 			the password each time he wishes to enter.  System operators will have the 		password displayed to them when they enter the subboard.


	E	Entry access.  The list of access groups which may enter the subboard.


	W	Write access.  The list of access groups which may upload to post on the 			subboard.


	Y	Youngest age in years of a user to be able to enter this subboard.
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	O	Oldest age in years of a user to be able to enter this subboard.


	I	Inactive days.  This determines the number of days that a post may go un-			responded to, or a file may go un-downloaded before it is automatically 			deleted by auto-maintenance.  Files that have been “protected” are 				excluded (see the ‘Y’ command in the last section).


	C	Closed.  You may temporarily close the subboard for maintenance 				operations.  Note that system operators and sub-operators are always 			allowed entry.


	V	Verification.  If you select that you wish new uploads to require validation 		first before other users may use them, you will need to use the ‘V’ 				maintenance command to validate new files.  Users will not be given 			credit for files unless they are validated.  A user privilege exists which 			override this for his uploads in the access group setup.





DE	Storage status.  Using this “storage status” system of the subboard, the subboard 	operator is able to control exactly how many disk blocks his subboard will 	occupy.  Disk space here is measured in “lines” (a line here is not necessarily 	analogous to a line in the editor -- it may consist of 1-80 column line, 2-40 	column lines, or even 40-2 character lines.).  In the case of message bases, this 	“storage status” may expand as required for new messages (such as is the case for 	networked message bases).  That means that if you have set the size of a 	networked subboard to say 2000 lines, if the subboard needs more room to post 	new messages received from a network call, the subboard will expand in 	increments of 200 lines.





For each subboard, a MAXLINES setting specifies how many lines maximum a subboard may contain (each 100 lines in MAXLINES is approximately equal to 33 disk blocks).  A second measure, LINES USED, tells you how many lines have actually contained text at some point.  LINES USED is never more than MAXLINES.  LINES USED does not decrease.  LINES USED may actually be a misnomer, because USED lines are not necessarily IN USE at all times -- some may currently be DELETED (no longer part of a message) lines.  This brings us to a third storage status measure, DELETE LINES, which tells you how many lines out of the LINES USED are not currently occupied by valid subboard message text.  DELETED LINES, therefore will never exceed LINES USED.  DELETED LINES are now available for new text posts or responses.  When a message is deleted, the number of lines that it occupied is added to DELETED LINES.  When a message is added to a subboard, it must be placed contiguously (all together, not part here, part there) in the relative file.  Because messages are generally deleted in an order differing from that which they were written in, DELETED LINES may be found in several different places throughout the file, in varying lengths.  If two adjoining messages 
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are deleted from the message base, their lengths are summed as one larger DELETED LINES location.  The file measure LARGEST AVAILABLE is simply the largest patch of DELETED LINES among all DELETED LINES.  This is important to know since only contiguous deleted space is any use, because a message may only be placed contiguously.





Now, in determining the maximum of editor lines that should be made available to a user writing a message, we have two limiting factors -- the number of “unused lines” (that is, MAXLINES - LINES USED) and the LARGEST AVAILABLE patch of DELETED LINES.  If either is greater than 100, 100 will be the limit for the editor.  If neither is greater than 6, the user will not be able to write his message, given the error “not enough disk space.”  If everything else is still in check, the greater of the two will be used.





To add to the number of maxlines, hit ‘Y’ at the “change maxlines?” prompt.





*NOTE: Max lines for network bases should be set to only 100 lines.  This is so C-NET can connect to Commodore 64 based software.





RO	Reorganize text.  While you are inside a subboard, you may elect to have C-NET 	‘pack’ the message base to reclaim space that might otherwise be wasted by a 	single line or two that would not normally be used.  When you use the ‘RO’ 	command, it will read all the messages that are presently contained in your 	subboard, and copy them into a new relative file.  It will then update the file 	pointers in memory, and when completed, will advise you of the new storage 	status of the newly created relative file.  You will be responsible for adding back 	in the original size of the file (if you elect to keep it at one size, and one size 	only).  Also, when you use the ‘RO’ command, you MUST have at least enough 	empty blocks (on your disk).  That means that if your relative file is 1500 blocks 	long, you must have at least 2000 blocks free otherwise, you cannot use the ‘RO’ 	command.  This applies to both floppy disks and hard drives.





*NOTE:  Multi-Net will take care of your networked bases by itself.  It will expand the message base on an ‘as-needed’ basis.  If, when Multi-Net makes an attempt to install a network message, there are fewer than 100 lines, it will automatically increase the size of the base by 200 lines.  This serves two purposes -- it ensures that there are always SOME lines left when Multi-Net is finished, and it also ensures that Multi-Net will be able to install the messages that are received.





Z	Write or edit the subboards “entry” file.  Entry files are displayed to users as they 	enter the subboard.  The exception is that the user has selected “expert” help 	level, in which case entry files will be replaced with simply the name of the 	subboard or subdirectory.  The ‘B’ command from the prompt will always display 	the entry file, however.
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13.6	THE DIRECT DISK EXCHANGE MODE





C-NET provides a way for you to operate a subboard which requires no special “adopting” of files in order for them to be used.  If you run this subboard on a floppy disk, you are able to directly swap disks in and out while users are on-line, and possibly “trade” with them in this way.





The disadvantage of this type of subboard is the fact that it doesn’t track the uploader’s name with the file (although it still will enter into the logs), or provide some secondary information (long descriptions, number of times downloaded, last download, etc.).  C-NET is also unable to use it as a verification subboard, or kill the files during automaintenance.  However, the following command variations are made while in a direct mode subboard:





S	Scan items will actually read the titles from the disk, and also display filenotes, is 	available.


*	Select will prompt for a file pattern, and prompt for files to select directly from 	the disk directory.





In addition, such commands as Download and Kill will prompt for a filename to act upon.
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