- NEWS SYSTEM -





13.0	NEWS SYSTEM





The news subsystem is where all system news files and news bulletins are written and read.  All new news messages are automatically displayed to a user as soon as he signs on.  Use the ‘N’ command from MAIN to enter the news subsystem.  Only news files that you have access to will appear as part of the news subsystem.  If you are not a system operator, and there are no accessible system news files, you will be told “the news subsystem is empty” and returned to the MAIN prompt.  If news files exist, you will be told how many there are, and of those, how many are new since your last call, before being placed at the NEWS prompt.





13.1	LISTING NEWS FILES





Use the ‘L’ command to display a list of news files, the dates they were created, and, if you are a system operator, the access coding and individual message “type” (to be discussed soon) of each.  Follow the ‘L’ command with a file number to begin the listing at any specific news file.  Messages which have been posted with future dates, and are not yet accessible by any users, are marked with an asterisk (*).





13.2	READING NEWS FILES





To read a specific news file, enter its file number at the NEWS prompt.  By appending a news file number to the end of the ‘N’ command from the MAIN prompt, any specific news file may be displayed immediately after entering the news subsystem.





13.3	ADDING NEWS FILES





A system operator may use the ‘A’ command to create a new news file.  First, a title and access coding must be selected for the file.  There are three news file “types” you must then choose from:





	UNAB		-unabortable.  Answer ‘Y’ at the prompt to have your file 


			“force-read”.  When a user reads this file for the first time, he will 				be unable to press the spacebar to abort it.





	RECU		-recurring.  Answer ‘Y’ at the prompt to have your file recurring.  				The file will be displayed to users each time they sign on, new or 				not.  The first time it appears, it will be unabortable as well.





	NORM	-normal.  Do not select either of the above news types.  The news 				file will be displayed abortable once when new.





After using the editor subsystem to write the text of the news file, you must select two “date offsets” for the file.





The first is the number of days by which to alter the “posting” date.  Simply pressing RETURN here will use today’s date as the date of creation for the news file.  Entering a positive number (in days) will hold the news file invisible to users until the specified number of days has gone by.  You may instead enter a negative number to have it seem that the news file was created any number of days in the past.





The second offset may be used to specify the life span of the news file in days.  Simply pressing RETURN here will cause the news file to remain indefinitely until it is killed, section 12.4).  Entering a positive number (of days) will cause the file to be automatically deleted (by automaintenance, section 17.0) after that number of days from TODAY’S date.





13.4	KILLING NEWS FILES





To remove a system news file, use the ‘K’ command followed by the news file number.  Only system operators may remove files.





13.5	EDITING NEWS FILES





By using the ‘E’ command followed by the news file number, a system operator is able to change anything about an existing news file.  First, the title and access coding may be changed.  By pressing RETURN when asked for either a new title or news access coding, the old value is retained.  Next, you must select again if the file will be force-read or recurring.  You may NOT press return here to retain old values -- what you enter will replace the file’s previous “type” status.  Then, the editor subsystem may be used to change the file’s contents.  After exiting from the editor, you then have the option to reset the dates (post date, and auto-delete date) of the file.





